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Arrest to Initial Appearance 
Arrestee is taken to 5225 Spector Drive, right next to Jail North.* 
Arrestee is taken before a magistrate, who is not a lawyer or a judge. 
The magistrate will rubber stamp the arrest. 
The magistrate will set bond (same as bail) based on the charge. 
Depending on charge, bond will usually be secured (pay up front), but may be unsecured (only 
pay if they fail to appear). 
Next they go to a jail reception where they can make free phone calls, usually to bail bondsmen. 
Arrestees have 2-4 hours to make bond. 
If they don't make bond they go to Jail North. 
 
 
Pretrial Services 
Pretrial Services is a non-profit that evaluates arrestees' flight risk to help determine bond. 
They're going to try to interview all arrestees before their first appearance, but probably won't be 
able to for a mass arrest. 
They suggest a bail based on a matrix of the charge and the risk. (I.e. a non-violent felony has a 
bond range of $2500-$25,000; if Pretrial Services assesses them at low risk, they're more likely 
to get $2500 bond). 
Pretrial services will also have a rep in the room with the First Appearance judge. 
 
 
First Appearance 
First appearance are scheduled for 10am during the DNC. (They're usually around 1:30pm) 
The first appearance usually happens the day after arrest, unless you're arrested early in the AM. 
This usually happens at Jail Central, but may also happen at Jail North. 
A district court judge will appear over video link and review the arrestee's case. 
The judge is in Room 1150 of the Courthouse @ 832 East 4th St., entrance at McDowell & 4th 
Street. 
In special circumstances, they will move someone to the courtroom for First Appearance – if 
there's interpreting issues, etc. 
The judge will generally rubber stamp the bond set by the magistrate, but may change it. 
The judge will tell the arrestee their charge, their bond, their trial date (next court date). 
The judge will ask if the arrestee wants a PD, or hire a private attorney, or represent themselves. 
 
 
Lawyer / PD 
A lawyer can represent an arrestee at First Appearance from the room with the judge. 
Arrestees can call the PD's office for free from jail. 
Arrestees often get a lawyer from PAC (Private Appointed Counsel) if there's conflict or 
                                                
* This information only applies during the DNC. Under normal circumstances, the arrestee is 
taken to Jail Central. 



overload. (PACs are also called a farm out attorney around the courthouse.) 
The PD / PAC is not assigned for 2-3 days after First Appearance. 
The PD or PAC may not get the arrestee's file for 6-7 days after First Appearance. 
 
 
Bond 
Look online to see how much the bond will be. 
If it says the bond is “secured,” you can pay with a credit card. 
If it says “Cash,” it must literally be paid in cash – they have an ATM at the jail. 
You can pay bond at 5225 Spector Drive or across from the Courthouse at 832 East 4th Street. 
You go through the clerk of court's office for collateral. 
You go through the clerk of court to get your money back. 
 
 
Release & Retrieving Property 
After paying bond, you could be released in anywhere from 4-12 hours later. 
A bus will take you to Jail North to give back your clothes and property. (“dress you out”) 
The cops may have seized some property, as evidence or for safe keeping: $, cell phones, etc. 
They pick up their property at the release post at 5225 Spector drive, same as the arrest 
processing center. 
 
 
Can't Pay Bond 
If they can't pay bond, arrestees must stay until their next court date, usually in 5-6 weeks. 
Their attorney can request a bond-reduction hearing earlier than that. 
 
 
Trial Date 
This is your next court appearance after your First Appearance. 
Attorneys can usually get court appearances continued for good reason – like being out of town. 
They can often arrange this with the DA before the trial date. 
 
 
Minors 
In NC, a juvenile is someone under 16. They're technically not arrested. They get a “juvenile 
petition” and the police department takes care of it. 
Minors are usually taken to Gaston county and then taken to wherever there's beds. 
16- and 17-year olds are housed separately from the adults, but are taken to Jail North for video 
conference. 
The magistrate sets the terms of bond – release to parents, adult guardian, or secured bond. 


